is associated with the scene of Abraham's
intended sacrifice of his son, and the early
Qibla of the Israelites. It was this Rock
which Abd-al-Malik tried to make the rival
of Hajar-ul-Aswad or the Black Stone
of the Kaaba. The Mosque which Omar
raised on this spot in 633 A.D. must have
been a huge structure, for according to
Arculph it was capable of holding as many
as three thousand men. It had no Mihrab,
so the Qibla was represented by a stone.
This original structure has long ceased to
exist, but its name has been transferred
to the great Dome of the Rock. In spite
of wear and tear of centuries, destruc-
tion through fire and earthquakes and
constant repairs, this monument of the last
quarter of the seventh century still pre-
serves the plan and a great deal of actual
structure and decorations of the edifice
raised by Abd-al-Malik ibn Marwan. The
technical work of building was carried
out by Yazid ibn Salam an inhabitant of
Jerusalem arid that of finance was given
to an Arab, Rija ibn Hayah.
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